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CERTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEKCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

3 December 1952

SUBJECT: NIE-64 (Part I) SUPPIEUENT: SOVIER BLOG CAPABILITIES
THROUGH MID-1954 &/ (For conaideration by the Board)

THE PROBIEM

To revise NIE«64 (Part I) in order to extend the estimats on
Soviet Blocg/capabilities for political ard militery warfare through mid~1954.

DISCUSSION

The following changes haeve been made in NIE-64 (Part I) in order to
extend this estimate through mid-19541

1. Upder "Factors Affecting Bloc Capabilities® two new paragraphs
have been added to the scientific section; paragraphs 16, 17, and 19 in
the original text have been substantially changed, and they mow include

correctlons made necesssry by subsequent research on the Bloc economy.

1/ Changes in the original text of NIE-64 (Part I) are indicated by the
urderlined text of this Supplement. Deletions have been bracketed .

2/ The Soviet Bloc coneists on the USSR, the European Satellites, Com-
munist China, Outer Mongolia, North Korea, and Viet Minh. The Kremlin
also controls the international Communist movement outside the Bloe

countries. .
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2. Under "Bloc Military Strength" parsgraphs 24, 25, 26, and 28

have undergone various degrees of revision.

3. Under "Bloc Military Capasbilities" revisions have been made in
paragraphs 32 and 36.

L. TUnder "Bloe Political Warfare Capabilitles" three new paragraphs
have been added.
THE PROPOSED CHANGES

"Factors Affecting Blo¢ Capabilities”

1. (Insert after paragraph 15 in original text) Since World War IX,

ming radio tranamissions up to and including HF bands. Soviet capabilities

in related electronic flelds indicate that they are now capable of develop=
ing equipment for jamming VHF and UHF bands, These capabilities conatitute
an jpcresgingly serious threat to Vestern long-range [ and short-range
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military] radio communication and navigation systems W

3, (Revised paregraph 16) The gross national product of the Bloc hes
been increasing rapidly in the past few years. Any calculation of its magni-
tude is necessarily subject to considerable error, and no meaningful compari-
son can be made with prewar years for the Bloc as & whole. However, we estimate
that the Bloc's national product in 1951 was roughly [ "15,_7 20 percent
higher than in 1949, an
of thia estimate,

a, The economy of the USSR bhad recovered its prewar level of

total production by 1948 and had surpassed that level by [ an estimatcd
20-30_7 gt least one-third in 1951. Ve estimate that the Soviet national

)/ With the exception of the underlined section , the last three sentences
of this paragraph were teken from NIE-64 (Part I), Appendices, "Appendix
A, paragraph 2,=c=3."
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produst [ 13_7 has been increasing at an snnual rate of [ 6-7_1

b. The combined production of the Satellites constitutes approxi-

mately one-quarter of the Bloc's national product. We believe that the
Satellite national product has increased [ since 1949, but we are unable

to estimate the smount of the increase _7 apd_will increage at a.rate

¢. The national product of Communist China is extremely difficult
to estimate, but we believe that it represents less than 15 percent of
the Bloo total. Communist China's national product 1s probably increesing
at an annual rate of 3 to 5 percent, but its output of capital goods
will continue to be a very mmall part of the Bloc total.
4. (Revised paragraph 17) The output of the Sovist economy does not
approach that of the US economy, nor does the output of the Bloc sconomy &s
a whole compsre with that of the NATO states. USSR gross national product
in 1951 was about one-quarter that of the US, and the combined gross nation-

sl product of the entire Bloc was about 30 percent that of the NATO countriec-

5, (Revised paragraph 19) Since the end of World Wer II, the Bloc
a8 & whole has devoted a much larger proportion of its gross national
product to military purposes than the West. Vie believe that the USSR now
devotes sbout one=fifth of its national product to military expenditures.
Tie estimate that the quantity of resources which the USSR will devote to
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military production in 1952 will equal the amount essigned im 1944, and

NS 2. ZiaiaL6 cliedbia (AL R

Bles Bllliavy Steoog th!
6. (Revised paragraph 24) We estimate that the Bloc armed forces
by mid=1954 will probably have:
a. Approximately 9,400,000men, of which about 4,520,000 will
be Soviet; 2,000,000 Sat.ellit.e; 2:450,000 Cinese Communists 300,000
North Korean; and 130,000 Viet Minh.
b. An guthorized strength of about 26,700 aireraft, including
about 13,000 jJet fighters, 1,250 piston medium bombers, and possibly
a few jot medium bombers. (Repeat footmote 3 on page 4 of original text.;
¢. A total of approximately 26Q major surface vessels and 471
sultmarines, including 153 long-range types.
d. A stockpile of 190 atomic weepons (30-100 kiloton yield).
(The sctual figure may be from half to twice as many as this estimate.)

7. (Revised paragreph 25) It is unlikely that the USSR will be able

to develop and produce & thermonuclear weapon by mid-1953, However. we

8. (Revised paragreph 26) The over-all effectiveness of Bloc ground,

naval, and air forces will increase by 51d-1953_7 mid-1954 because of

progreseive modernization and standardization of weapons and equirment,
the
. the intensive training program, the growth of/Soviet atomic stockpile,

and the increased combat efficiency of the Satellite arﬁiasa
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9. (Revised paragraph 28) The USSR maintains a large air defensse
system which not only includes the forces assigned to the Soviet air
defense organization (PVO-Strany) but also has available to it the active
air defense resources of the Army, tactical alr forces, and Navy not other-
wise committed, as well as the passive defense resources of the police and
civilian organizations. The Europesn Satellite and Communist Chinese air
defenses add to and are integrated with the Soviet system. lespite signifi~-
cant improvements in the air defense gyatem, there will probably continue
to be insufficient numbers of treined and experienced pilots and operators,
modern radar, heavy AA guns, and fighters designed specifically for all-
weather interception to provide defense for all important areas. We estimate
that by / mid-1953 7 pid-1954 the numerical strength of the air defense
forces will not [ cha.ngej increage substaptially, although the effectivencas
of the air defenses will improve throurh re-equipment and training.

"Bloc Milltary Capablilities®

ﬁmc (Revised paragraph 32) The Bloc air defense orgenizetion has
the capability for vigorous opposition to an air offensive against the
principal Soviet centers. However, despite marked improvements in the
Bloc air defense system (especislly in the USSR, Eastern [ Germany, Polandj
Europe, and Manchuria), deficiencies will remain throughout the period of
this estimate. |

11. {Revised paragraph 36) Since the beginning of the Korean war,
the Comunist Air Force in Chinsa, which is believed to be made up of

Chinese Communist, North Korean, and Soviet elements, has been built to
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an impressive size. The jet fighter units in the Korea-Manchuria-North
China area sre believed to be progreasively improving. During the period
through mid-1953 ﬁﬂowever,J the capabilities of the CAF in China [ are_?
will remain largely limited to the air defense of North China, Manchuria,
and North Korea under conditions of good viaibility and to limited attacks
againat UN forces in Korea and adjacent waters. Howave

QCLSREER DY Hili=1

,1/ We believe that the

CAF in China will continuc to expand gradually during the period of this
estimate but will remain entirely dependent upon the USSR for aircraft

and equirment, spare parts, and technical . supervision, and almost entirely
dependent upon the USSR for aviation fuel and lubricants. [ Unleass some
type of jet light bombardment aircraf't is introduced, the offensive
capabilities of this air force will remain extremely limited. Redeployment
from the Manchuria area would be necessary for sustelned air operations
against Taiwan and Southeast Asia._/

"Bloe Political Warfare Capabilities®

1/ Ve have requested A-2 to provide an expansion of this new offensive capa-
bilitrYo
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13. In the Middle Eagt, Iran will remain thes principal center of

instebility during the period of this estimate., However, we believe

that the Bloc gent in Iranl the Tudeh Party, will not be able to gain

control of the government infiltration or te deve ¢ atrength te over-

throw the National Front by consitutional means or by force through 1953,
Unexpected events, such as a serious crop failure or a split in the
Naetional Front as a result of rivalry emong its leadera, would increase
Tudeh capabilities greatly. If present trends in Iran continue unchecked
beyond the end of 1953, rising internal tensions and continued deterioration
of the economy and of the budgetary position of the govermment might lead

to & breakdomn of governmental authority and open the way for at least a

g_x:adual assmgtion of control by Twdeh: ,
M&Mﬁa
/durin the

Vie believe that Bloc political warfare cape

1.

e, particularly the degree of milltary pressure the

Viet Minh forces, with Communist Chinese advice and military agsistance,
bring 40 bear on the French and the Associated States, While the odds
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now ave agsinst a declsive shift in the political and military balance of
forces, these edds may shift rapldly, particularly if the military capa-
bilities of the non-Gaumunist fopces were substantially weskensd. A
Communist victory in Indochina would probably result in Communist contrel,
by fores or accomedstion, of most er all ef the Southeast Agian mainland
countries, although not recessarily-within the period ef this estimate.
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